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City Imageability through Architecture: 
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CHAPTER ONE: Architecture as a Medium of Expression 
1.1 What is Exp ress ion? 
A term that expression as to how feelings converted into words, in other wards, it is a 
natural emotional reaction. It is abstract and disciplined representation of one's inner 
feelings. And also, it can express and evoke feelings and emotions which will convey 
massages to the beholder. Therefore, every work of Art is an expression. 
Thus all arts are expressive, either to an idea or the temper of the artist or the spirit of 
the epoch in which the artist operates. And the art is an essential instrument for the 
express of feeling and thoughts. 
"Therefore expression, in the logical sense, presentation of an idea 
through articulate. Symbol, is the ruling power and the purpose of art." 
(Susanne K. Langer, 1953, pg: 67.) 
Expression is used to donate natural emotional reactions stirred in us when we respond 
to art. The feelings, ideas thoughts are express as a work of art, contributing the any 
language of expressions. It may be a dance, laugh, clam, happy, sad etc. . . . 
Fig 01 ,02:: expressions 
The nature of expression varies with different places and different t imes forming distinct 
modes or languages of expression that is called style. Style may express the qualities 
and feelings. 
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1.2 Architecture as an Expressive Art 
A product of Architecture could be considered as a 'work of Art', thus every work of Art is 
an expression. Therefore the absence of a perceiver has no capacity to make 
expression impossible. 
Simply means that art captures the mind of the beholder to see and grasp a sufficient 
depth of a certain reality Susanne Langer says. 
Since, architecture acts as a stimulus to evoke certain emotions to the beholder and 
creates a dialogue. Therefore, architecture is said to be a work of art is an expression by 
which an artist expresses his feelings and his emotions. This means that if feelings and 
emotions are to be expressed a symbol must be created to embody them. They act as 
the vehicle for their communication. Art could be classified as the activity of creating 
these symbols for emotional expression. 
"The idea that art is essentially an instrument for the expression of feeling" 
(Susanne K.Langer, 1953, pg:67) 
Since architecture is an art, its function is to create expression through built form! These 
expressions convey messages to the beholder and invoke feelings and emotions the 
conveyed message then gives rise to the beholder to perceive the inherent 
environmental quality in the built form. 
Therefore, it could be said that correct and meaningful expressions could be considered 
as "appropriate architecture, similarly, inappropriate" architecture could be considered as 
meaningless expressions that exist in our built form. 
Hence, the absence of a strong expression in the built form could lack the emotional 
involvement in the beholder, and also could be considered as 'mere building' than a 
work of architecture as an art. 
1.2.1 Architecture as an Expressive Language 
When considering the Architecture as the mother of all Arts, the making of expression is 
the way creating a communication within the built fabric and the inherent quality of the 
environment. 
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Expressive language are said to be interconnected to the occurrence of a particular 
configuration of one's experience in life, is immensely rich in expressive qualit ies. But 
our experience or expressive qualit ies is by no way confined to encounter with human 
beings, but it is with the properties of experienced wholes. The vocabulary used for 
emphasized these qualities we perceive, is crude and subjective. 
Thus in architecture as an expressive language, it generates relationships between 
buildings and its context within the city environment. Hence expressive architecture 
creates the liveliness, and animated buildings, while creating dialogue. 
Fig: 03: Opera house; architecture was 
Contributes to creates animated 
Expressive quality. 
These expressive language could be emphasized some qualities such as 'Assertive', 
'calm, 'Dominant ' , 'Friendly', ' Intimate', 'Majestic', 'Powerful ' , 'Pompoud , 'Serene', 
'Spiritual' , etc... 
Architecture becomes incomplete in instances where an architect is fully dependent 
upon the expression of an architectural imagery. Hence the architect gets guide by his 
own experience of an architectural image. The expressive language of these images will 
undoubtedly influence his resultant creativity by such considerations it is possible for an 
architect to change the character of the environment in which he lives. 
And also it modifies the physical environment and its essential basis being the ..uman 
need in space, and architectural expression is conveyed through the manipui ion of 
space to fulfill the qualitative and quantitative requirements for human comfort. 
1.2.2 Need of Expression 
A work of art is something made or composed in such away that it becomes em ionally 
charges. What is required is a way of connecting the work of art and the feeling s both 
I i 
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To be architecture hence, in the absence of strong 
expression or an implied message in the built form 
which lacks the emotional involvement in the beholder, 
could be considered as " mere building" than a work of 
architecture. 
Source : Most beautiful villagees 
Fig04 a which make the 
expression meaningful 
Therefore, it could be coincided, that architecture, to be disintegrated from mere 
expressionless buildings is heavily dependent on the expression or the implied message 
given to it and therefore it serves and lasts as architecture. 
Expression is used to donate natural emotional reactions stirred in us when we respond 
to an art object or an artifact. But the very discipline or restraint by which the artist 
achieves the artifact is itself a mode of expression. 
1.2.2 Need of Express ion in Arch i tec tu re 
The perception of a city is seemed through the attraction, which is created through 
expression. Expression has been most important in building unity in the urban form. 
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cannot exist independently as they both are interdependent in the process, thus, there 
should be a medium by which the feeling or emotion in the work of art is expressed or 
communicated; hence it is felt by the observer. 
The expressionless art, would be art of which nobody has any beliefs, feel ings, or 
thoughts a hypothesis which is impossible to verity in social life. A truly expressionless 
art would remain outside the realm of culture, and thus it would cease to be an art - a 
non art. 
Thus, correct and meaningful expressions or meaning could be considered as 
"appropriate" architecture, similarly meaningless expression in a built form would be 
considered as "inappropriate" and it causes to be architecture. 
City Imageability through Architecture: 
An examination of the contribution of Architecture in achieving City Imageabilty 
An urban form so created would manifest a true expression of humanity through its 
whole and in its every detail; the city would become a living thing. It keeps continuous 
dialogue with its uses and the continuation of urban environment, where the cities as a 
living whole. 
1.2.3 Means of Expression in architecture 
The art of building is closely related to human activity for the progression of mankind. 
This subject is often found to be expressive of something more than it's mere necessity, 
being associated with various stages of the upward struggle of man. 
With the advancement of knowledge it has become inevitable that from the earliest 
utilitarian structures, new forms of higher expression have emerged. 
It is essential, architecture to become a sensitive medium, able to register relevant 
variations in the building tanks and at the same time maintain a certain visual order 
which expresses ideas about them. 
Architecture could be said as the most imposing of the arts of form. It relies upon the 
relationship of the ideal and material consideration of its finest expression. Architecture 
is not only the outcome of an assemblage of materials, but has always relied for its 
utilitarian effect on the dynamic expression of the human thought. Aesthetic inspirations 
are more clearly understood by the masterpieces of art. 
1.3 Architecture as a Medium of Communication 
1.3.1 Relationship between communication and expression 
Relation between communication and expression is so strong and inseparable, because 
they are interdependent.lt was said that where there no message to be communicated 
there can be no communication. The message that is to be communicated is generated 
through the expressions. Hence where there is no expression there can be no message 
and therefore, communication cannot be completed or fulfilled. 
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Now it is crystal clear that where there is no expression there can be no communication. 
In a nutshell life of communication is expression. Therefore the relationship between 
those two acts which is interrelated is so strong and insupportable. 
The surrounding environment mostly contributes to create particular expression to the 
context. Thus connecting those individual expressions are involve to give one idea to the 
place, which will reflect the communication through its own history and the inherent 
factors. 
It can be realized here is that single expression has no capability of communicating a 
message clearly likewise strength or clarity of message resides in the articulation of 
many expressions. 
1.3.2 Communication of Architecture 
Since times immemorial human beings have used primitive and simple forms of 
communication to convey their feelings and ideas. There are various forms of 
communication or languages which may - communicate either by direct means such as 
signs or by deep symbolic means. 
As far as an effect on the beholder is communication through symbols leads to self 
realization. To a deeper level of communication what is known as art, which the root 
causes are of mans contribution shaping a conductive, human environment. 
Considering the art, as symbolic communication in the sense it creates expression which 
suggests more than it says and attempts to elevation the beholder to hire realms of 
contemplation. 
Therefore the purpose of art is to bring about the interaction of people who are self 
motivated who will collectively give directions to man's own development. In this context, 
and there are similarities and dissimilarities as well as between communication in 
architecture and communication in human beings, birds, animals and other art forms. 
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1.3.1 Signs and Symbols as means of expression 
The language of architecture too as it concerns with human activity in physical 
environment exists as an integral environment a historically established system of 
symbols. Which are socially conditioned through consciousness as an instrument of 
human communication and knowledge it attempts to focus the attention of the beholder 
to the functions of the building, and to spaces within the building. 
In architectural design signs and symbols are used to focus attention on the users of the 
building in order to understand the function the spaces. Signs and symbols are very 
direct methods of expression. 
Thus it could be said that signs and symbols are not abstract, they express and 
communicate directly. In practice one leams, all these symbols through communication 
or by interaction with other people. Therefore most symbols can be thought of as 
expressions which are common or have share meaning. Symbols range from simpler 
forms to objects of representation for complex ideas and meaning. 
One of the most direct ways of communicating an architectural imagery is by the use of 
symbolism. It is widely used because it brings all the parts of a problem together in order 
to reinforce meaning and give life to the total composition, 
Therefore, and appropriate use of symbols could be the success of arriving at 
expressive and meaningful built forms. 
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1.4 Concluding Remarks 
Architecture as a creation of art, it laid any other art, such as Music, Literature, 
Sculpture, drama, painting etc...consist of beauty, expressiveness and made by Man. it 
represents a form of communication; it should be more important art than the rest of the 
other arts. 
This art conveys a meaningful message and evoke emotions in the mind of the beholder. 
In any civilization Art could be an essential part. Art, whose function is communicative, 
does so through expression. Architecture too represents a form of communication and 
expresses an idea, as any art form does. 
For this purpose an architectural language with vocabularies and syntax is necessary for 
the architect for the architect to cast his conception in a harmonious form, since the use 
of this language will communicate the particular philosophy or ideology of the society. 
Therefore it could be said that buildings which are recognized as good architecture are 
those that accommodate a number of communications in to a totality. 
By using the medium of sign and symbolism communication, it is try to achieve and 
express the inherent quality within that particular context. And it is contributed to create 
meaning though the architectural language to establish an image. Thus any object has 
meaning to the observer. 
Therefore the meaning of architectural expression should be understood by the concepts 
symbolism and their expressive qualities. In order to achieve such qualities and a good 
command of an architectural language is necessary for an architect to cast his 
conception in a harmonious form. 
The expression of each context should be unique in its formation and symbolism. The 
message or the meaning of the city and its identity are expression through its built fabric. 
This expression is understood when it is beloved and ordered in its meaning and 
harmonious in quality. A common coherent thinking of its formation makes the 
expression meaningful, this clarity identity of expression, is the very thing that generates 
a dialogue and strengthens the relationship between building and the city. 
